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Valentine around the World
PJ O’CONNELL
Staff Reporter

  People around the world celebrate 
Valentine’s Day in many different 
ways. Some give their lovers sweets 
and flowers, while others attend festi-
vals and write poems.
  Starting in Denmark, Valentine’s Day 
has been accepted as a Danish holiday 
since the early 1990s. The Danish 
twist to this holiday includes sweet-
hearts exchanging pressed white flow-
ers called snowdrops rather than roses. 
People also write Lover’s Cards, 
which are transparent cards showing a 
picture of the card giver presenting a 
gift to his sweetheart. The term Lover 
Cards is now synonymous with any 
card exchanged on Valentine’s Day in 
the Danish culture.
  Moving southwest to another Eu-
ropean country, France is one of 
the most romantic places on Earth, 
so their traditions have been spread 
throughout the world. It has been said 
that Valentine’s Day cards originated 
in France in 1415 when Duke Charles 
of Orleans sent love letters to his wife, 
who was imprisoned in the Tower of 
London. To this day, Valentine’s Day 
cards remain a popular tradition in 
France and around the world. 

  However, a unique French tradition 
was the loterie d’amour or ‘drawing 
for love.’ Eligible men and women 
would gather in separate houses that 
faced one another, and then take turns 
calling out to one another across the 
street, pairing off for a date. Men who 
weren’t satisfied with their female 
match could simply leave them for 
another, and the women that were left 
unmatched gathered together after-
ward for a bonfire. This French tradi-
tion ended in the late 1830s.
  The third Valentine’s Day celebration 
takes us to South Korea. Valentine’s 
Day--more like Valentine’s Month 
--is where South Koreans celebrate 
on various days between February 
through April. The gift-giving starts 
on February 14th, where the men 
take the women out to a nice dinner 
and shower them with attention and 
love. Then, on March 14th, a holiday 
known as White Day, men not only 
give their sweethearts chocolates and 
flowers but also get them a nice gift, 
which the women can either accept or 
deny. 
  For those who don’t have much to 
celebrate on either Valentine’s Day or 

White Day, there is a third holiday on 
April 14th: Black Day. For Black Day, 
it’s customary for singles to mourn 
being alone by eating dark bowls of 
jajangmyeon, or black bean noodles.
  Moving across the world to Brazil, 
people also celebrate Valentine’s Day 
but in a different way than anyone 
else. With Carnival in Brazil being 
held in early Spring, Brazilians skip 
the February 14th celebration and 
instead celebrate Dia dos Namorados, 
or ‘Lovers’ Day,’ on June 12th. In ad-
dition to the exchanges of chocolates, 
flowers, and cards, music festivals 
and concerts are held throughout the 
country. People in Brazil celebrate this 
day of love by exchanging gifts and 
sharing dinner, not only with their lov-
ers but with friends and relatives too. 
The following day, June 13th, is Saint 
Anthony’s Day, which honors the 
patron saint of marriage. On this day, 
single women perform rituals called 
simpatias in hopes that St. Anthony 
will bring them a husband. These 
two days of love and gift-giving are 
popular among Brazilians and people 
across South America.
  As we see, different cultures, reli-

gions, and countries have completely 
different customs for Valentine’s 
Day than we do. The usual giving of 
candy and chocolates does not hap-
pen everywhere in the world like we 
might think. We might want to try 
different traditions for our Valentine’s 
Day, which would give us alternative 
activities to do for our significant oth-
ers this February 14th.
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Traditions at the Heart of Valentine
JOSEPH FLYNN
Staff Reporter

  Lovers all over the world celebrate 
Valentine’s Day. The holiday has 
changed tremendously throughout its 
time, from the Roman festival of Lu-
percalia, to the story of St. Valentine 
and Catholicization, to the romantic 
greetings and gift exchanges we see 
today.
  Lupercalia derives its name from 
the Latin word for wolf, “lupus.” 
The story of the legendary found-
ers of Rome, Romulus and Remus, 
includes a she-wolf nursing the two 
infant brothers to health.

  Roman priests known as Luperci 
traveled to the cave where this event 
supposedly happened, and made sac-
rifices of a goat for fertility and a dog 
for purity. They would then dip strips 
of the goat hide into its blood and 
touch women and fields with them, 
to ensure fertility.
  Another Lupercalia tradition in-
volved young women writing their 
names and placing them in an urn to 
be chosen by bachelors, who they 
would then be paired with for the 
year. These unions often resulted in 
marriage. Through this practice, the 
day came to be associated with love.
  During the rise of Christianity, Pope 
Gelasius attempted to end the festi-
val by dedicating the very same day 
to St. Valentine. Valentine’s story is 
somewhat mysterious, with multiple 
accounts commonly accepted.
  Most people accept that the holiday 
was named for one of two saints, 
both martyred, with the name Valen-
tine, although it is possible that they 

could have been the same person. 
The first was St. Valentine of Terni, 
who was a bishop.
  The second was a priest who de-
fied the laws of the Roman govern-
ment, and was beheaded by order 
of Emperor Claudius II. One legend 
says his transgression was marry-
ing couples after Claudius outlawed 
marriage for young men. Another 
legend claims he was arrested for 
helping other Christians escape Ro-
man prisons.
  Either way, he was jailed and later 
beheaded. While he was impris-
oned, however, he fell in love with 
a young girl, commonly believed to 
be the daughter of his jailer. Before 
his death, he sent her a letter signed 
“from your Valentine.” From this 
legend we get our tradition of giving 
valentines to loved ones.
  This tradition began in the 1500’s, 
and commercial cards began to be 
printed in the United States in the 
1700’s and 1800’s. Chocolates and 

flowers were added to an array of 
customary gifts.
  In the Middle Ages, Europeans 
commonly believed that the mating 
season of birds began around the 
holiday, which led to birds becoming 
a symbol of the holiday. The heart, 
the classic seat of emotions, also 
became a very popular symbol for 
the holiday. And Cupid, the Roman 
god of love, became another image 
associated with the day, linked to 
Lupercalia.
  Today, Valentine’s Day has grown 
into a holiday independent of reli-
gion, although some of its traditions 
will always have religious roots. The 
most important thing, however, is to 
celebrate the love between couples 
and that between close friends and 
family in our lives.
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Sweethearts Make a Comeback

TAYLOR FLESCH
Staff Reporter
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  The beloved conversation heart 
Candies are back again, having 
been discontinued last year. 
  These candies, also known as 
Sweethearts, have been used to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day since 
the beginning of the 20th Cen-
tury. The small candies, in the 
shape of a heart, have sweet, 
corny messages such as “Kiss 
Me” inscribed on them.

  In 2018, NECCO, the creator 
of conversation hearts, went out 
of business and sold its various 
candy brands to other companies. 
The Sweethearts were sold to the 
Spangler Candy Company. How-
ever, due to complications in the 
processing, Spangler was unable 
to produce the candies during 
Valentine’s Day in 2019. 
  Conversation hearts go all the 
way back to the mid 1800s when 

the New England Confection-
ery Company (NECCO) created 
these candies inspired by the 
myth that the colonists made 
candies and scratched little notes 
on them for Valentine’s Day. 
After the idea was born, brother 
of NECCO founder Oliver Chase, 
Daniel Chase invented a printer 
designed for printing the messages 
onto the candy hearts.
  This was the first time in over 
120 years the original conversa-
tion hearts did not make an ap-
pearance during the celebration of 
Valentine’s Day. Although there 
were other brands that sold candy 
hearts, they were not the same as 
the original. 
  Spangler acquired the Sweetheart 
brand back in September of 2018, 
but according to multiple sources, 
there were several problems with 
the machinery that inscribed the 
candies, which led to the hearts’ 
absence in stores during the 2019 

Valentine’s season. 
  People all around the U.S love 
these sweets and look forward to 
eating these treats during Febru-
ary. “I love sweetheart candies 
so much, it’s not Valentine’s 
day without them,” said junior 
Meghan Lang. 
  The production and marketing of 
Sweethearts occurs 10 out of the 
12 months of the year. In 2016, it 
was estimated that over 8 billion 
conversation hearts were made.
  While Spangler has gotten their 
machinery problems solved, they 
are estimating that they will be 
unable to completely supply the 
demand for the candy hearts this 
year due to their late start. 
  Regardless, people are happy to 
have these beloved Sweethearts 
back in stores. The conversa-
tion hearts have been apart of our 
Valentine’s day for decades and 
the holiday wouldn’t be the same 
without them. 
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Cupid Comes to Catholic
ERIN ARTHUR
Staff Reporter

  With Valentine’s Day around 
the corner, couples around the 
world are getting ready for the 
most romantic day of the year: 
February 14th. Gifts, chocolate, 
teddy bears, and flowers fill the 
shelves as love is in the air. 
  Men and women are prepar-
ing to impress their significant 
other with lavish gifts and a nice 
dinner, either in a restaurant or 
at home. Men usually plan a 
romantic candlelight dinner for 
their date, and sweeten them up 
with red roses and enjoyable 
treats. With the romantic aroma 
filling the air, the night usually 
ends with those three words “I 
love you.” 
  Another tradition that arose in 
the 80’s is the gift giving of jew-
elry. Diamonds are a girl’s best 
friend, and Valentine’s Day has 

promoted the sales of fine jew-
elry. Men and women spoil their 
significant other with expensive 
gifts to show their love and ap-
preciation for one another. 
  In the U.S, festival markets 
are preparing to great extent by 
wearing colorful festive clothes 
to lure in customers to spread 
love and affection. Even though 
it is tradition for this holiday to 
be between couples or partners, 
families and friends can celebrate 
as well. Families and friends 
exchange cards, and share their 
love for one another without 
romantic affection. 
  Schools also participate in 
Valentine’s Day, and sometimes 
younger kids put on a perfor-
mance for their community. 
Many schools put together a 
Valentine’s Day program, where 

children sing songs, perform 
skits and dance around for their 
parents to enjoy. Many schools 
also allow their students to give 
cards and candy to one another 
to spread the love throughout the 
school.
   Charlotte Catholic has celebrat-
ed Valentine’s Day with simple 
gifts.
  In past years, students had the 
opportunity to buy lolly pops 
for their friends to spread a little 
love around the Charlotte Catho-
lic community. This year, Char-
lotte Catholic is preparing anoth-
er fun festivity for the students. 
  For the second year in a row, 
the art department is planning on 
hosting a Valentine’s Day festi-
val. Last year’s festival included 
face-painting, origami flowers, 
Valentine cards, a photo booth, 

and treats during break and all 
lunch periods. Ms. McManus, an 
art teacher said, “The department 
and I have not specifically talked 
about the dates for it this year, 
but we are planning on having 
the fun festivities again. I believe 
that last year the festival was on 
the 13th and 14th, and I’m sure 
we will keep the dates.” 
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Dating can be scary, and nothing causes 

more nerves than a first date. From deciding 

what to wear to wondering what to do, first 

dates can be very stressful.  

As Valentine’s Day approaches, students 

recall what they imagined their perfect first 

dates to be like and what took place when it 

happened. 

Students at Charlotte Catholic have varying 

opinions on what a perfect date is. Giulianna 

Descalzi, a junior, says, “My ideal first date 

is a drive-in movie because I think it’s a 

simple way to get to know a person without 

having awkward moments.” She added, “The 

movie gives you something to talk about 

incase you run out of things to say.” Des-

calzi was also asked what she looks for in 

her partner during the date. She said, “I tend 

to look for humor because when a guy can 

make me laugh, it makes me feel like I can 

be myself around him.” 

Tony Nassar, a senior, has different ideas 

then Descalzi of a perfect first date. He says, 
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Hallmark’s Holiday Happenings
SAMANTHA PEAN
Staff Reporter
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  The Hallmark channel is releasing 
four new Valentine’s Day Movies 
for their 2020 “Love Ever After 
Event.” All four depict the journey 
of a man and woman building the 
“will they, won’t they” suspense for 
the audience. 
  As with past Valentine’s Day re-
leases, this year’s Hallmark movies 
come with a level of predictability 
and a romanticizing of true love. 
The typical plot of a Valentine’s 
Day Hallmark movie involves a girl 
meeting a boy (who has a contrast-
ing personality or is someone from 
her past). Then the two somehow 
come together to overcome some 
mystery or conflict, bonding and 
finding true love. 
  On another note, the cast of Hall-
mark movies are pretty uniform as 
well. The network tends to use the 
same actors for different movies. 
There is a lack of diversity in their 
choices as well. The four Valen-

tine’s Day movies coming out all 
feature white men and women as 
their leads. 
  While the conventional is familiar, 
close to an average of two million 
households tune into these love 

stories. But we are interested in 
how the Charlotte Catholic commu-
nity views the Hallmark channel. 
  Mariana Rodriguez, a senior, 

said, “I like watching something 
more realistic. Hallmark movies 
are cheesy and a waste of time. All 
of them basically have some exact 
plot.” Mr. Panther said he does not 
watch Hallmark movies “because 

once you’ve seen one, you’ve seen 
all of them. The plot is identical.”
  However, others are avid watchers 
of the Hallmark Channel, but not 
exactly for the intricate plot of the 

movies. “I like the movies because 
the plots are simple and there is al-
ways a nice conclusion,” said Mrs. 
Brodowicz, the attendance coordi-
nator. 
  On most occasions, the reasons 
for the appeal to these movies are 
not incredibly deep. One of the vice 
principals, Dr. Leahey, said “who 
doesn’t need a little bit of a happy 
ending in their life once in awhile?”
  The predictable happy endings of 
Hallmark movies play a large role 
in their appeal during holiday sea-
sons like Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
and Valentines Day. 
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LUCY MARTIN
Staff Reporter
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“My perfect first date would be to go to 

dinner and then find a nice calm area where 

we can hang out in the back of my truck and 

listen to music.” He added, “I think going to 

dinner and just relaxing with the person is a 

good way to calm the nerves and talk.”When 

asked if he gets nervous for anything on a 

first date, Nassar said, “I get stressed about 

not knowing what to wear or what to talk 

about.” He also said that he hopes “nothing 

unexpected causes the date to have to end in 

drama or end in a really awful scene.”

Graceson Srnovrsnik, a junior, was asked 

what attracts her to a person on a first date. 

She said, “I love when my date has pretty 

eyes.” She added, “I think it’s easier to hold 

a conversation when you love someone’s 

eyes.” She was also asked what she would 

not like to see in a person. She said, “I would 

not like if my date was rude to the people 

around him because that is a big character 

flaw I would not like.”

An anonymous source describes his first 

date. He said, “at first, it was quite awkward 

because there wasn’t much to say, but after 

some time, we both got used to each other 

and ended up having a great time.”

Whether going to a movie, eating out, or 

relaxing in the back of a truck, a first date 

can be something both nerve-wracking and 

exciting. It is the time of the year where 

memories of these awkward or amazing first 

dates come to the minds of the students at 

Charlotte Catholic.


